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INTRODUCTION

Everyone is a pedestrian, whether or not walking is one's primary mode of travel, and as a commute mode,
walking is gaining in numbers. Nearly 16 pedestrians died every day, averaging a pedestrian every 1.5 hours,
in traffic collisions in 2016. Pedestrian fatalities increased 27.4 percent from 2007 to 2016 while other traffic
deaths decreased 13.9 percent. In 2016, the number of pedestrian fatalities was at its highest one-year level
since 1990. California was one of five states (along with Florida, Texas, New York, and Arizona) which reported
more than 100 pedestrian deaths and collectively accounted for 43 percent of all pedestrian deaths in the
U.S. in the first half of 2017.

CALIFORNIA FACTS

Pedestrian Fatality Trends,
Nationwide and California, 2012-2016
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Respondents in the annual statewide Traffic
Safety Survey identified the following pedestrian
safety problems: “Cars not stopping” (28.9% of
respondents), “distracted drivers (cell phones)”
(21.1%), and “cars going too fast” (17.0%).

Pedestrian Fatal & Severe Injury and Fatal & Severe Injury
per 100K Population by County, 2016
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Elevated rates of pedestrian fatal and severe
injuries by population occurred in both urban
and rural counties. The three counties with
the highest rates were Butte, Tuolumne, and
San Francisco, followed by Modoc, Shasta,
Humboldt, Lake, and Mariposa.

(a) Number of Fatal and Severe Injuries (b) Number of Fatal and Severe Injuries per 100,000 Population

Source: FARS ARF 2016; Provisional SWITRS 2016; California Department of Finance 2016



(continued)

Speed affects mortality. On average, a pedestrian
has a 10% chance of being killed when struck by
a vehicle traveling at 24.1 miles per hour (mph).
This risk increases to 50% when a vehicle is
traveling at 40.6 mph, 75% at 48.0 mph, and 90%
at 54.6 mph. Risk increases with age—pedestrians
over age 70 face higher risk at lower speeds than
younger pedestrians.

40% of pedestrian fatal and severe injuries occur
during dusk and darkness: between 6pm and
9pm every day; between 9pm and midnight

on Wednesday through Saturday; and on

early Saturday and Sunday morning between
midnight and 3am.

More male than female pedestrians in every age
group sustained fatal and severe injuries in 2016.
Injury collisions were fairly evenly distributed
among the following age groups: 55 to 64
(16.4%), 25 to 34 (16%) and 15 to 24 (15.6%).

Over three-quarters (84.2%) of pedestrian
fatalities occurred in urban areas compared with
15.8% on rural roads.

Over two-thirds (68.4%) of all pedestrian
fatalities occurred on non-interstate principal or
minor arterial roadways.
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Time and Day of Week for Pedestrian
Fatal & Severe Injury, California, 2016

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
Midnight-3AM 32 27 28 24 35 78 85
3-6AM 29 27 37 32 B 31 28
6-9AM 42 54 53 50 43 25 16
9AM-Noon 21 26 23 22 24 18 20
Noon-3PM 19 29 18 30 K5 27 22
3-6PM 58 62 75 74 69 67 47
6-9PM 122 100 92} 100 132 120 101
9PM-Midnight 56 65 82 82 82 110 71
Unknown 3 2 1 0 4 2 2
TOTAL 382 392 409 414 461 478 392
[13.0%] [13.4%] [14.0%] [14.1%] [15.7%] [16.3%] [13.4%)]
FSI| Num+%| 0 1-21 22-29 30-48 49-77 78-132

Source: FARS ARF 2016; Provisional SWITRS 2016

Roadway Type for Pedestrian Fatality,
California, 2016
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