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The CPBST peer exchanges are supported by funding from 
the California Office of Traffic Safety, through the 

National HIghway Traffic Safety Administration. 

My community is energized about pedestrian 
and bicycle safety! Where do we go from here? 



Purpose of Today’s Peer Exchange 

▸ Bring together peers to learn about media framing and advocacy for road 
safety

▸ Engage in discussions related to how pedestrian and bicycle crashes are 
framed in the media

▸ Identify strategies and resources for effectively communicating about road 
safety with the media, journalists or members of the public



Housekeeping

▸ Please mute your audio/phone when you are not speaking to minimize 
background noise 

▸ Feel free to enter questions or comments in the chat

▸ Please have your camera on when you’re speaking, if you are comfortable

▸ All slides will be emailed to everyone registered for today’s peer exchange

▸ Think of something later? Email cpbst@berkeley.edu 

mailto:cpbst@berkeley.edu


Zoom Logistics



Agenda

▸ Welcoming Remarks & Housekeeping

▸ How pedestrian and bicyclist crashes are framed in the media

▸ Strategies and best practices available to reframe crash reporting

▸ Communication tools and resources

▸ Discussion

▸ Wrap Up
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Why do words matter? 

• Nearly 43,000 people died in traffic 
crashes in 2021.

• 11,388 people walking were killed that 
year, and 7,727 bicyclists were killed or 
injured.

• This is a public health crisis.

• How we think about the problem of 
traffic injuries and fatalities – and what 
the solutions are - is influenced by how 
the media reports on it.







What does the research say?
• Local news coverage tends to shift blame towards vulnerable 

road users like people walking and biking and away from 
drivers.

• Coverage almost always treats crashes as isolated incidents 
(episodic framing) and focus on the role of the individual

• Refer to crashes as accidents.

• Fail to include input from planners, engineers, and other road 
safety experts.

Source: Ralph, Iacobucci, Thigpen, Goddard (2019)



Source: Goddard, Ralph, Thigpen, Iacobucci (2019)



How do we reframe crashes 
through a Safe System lens?



Graphic: FHWA



Source: https://www.roadsafety.unc.edu/research/projects/2019r29/ 





Examples of messages aligned with a Safe 
Systems Approach

• Crashes are preventable
• Speed (not just speeding) is an important factor in the risk of 

injury/fatality in a crash
• Protecting human life is the top priority
• Separating vulnerable road users from fast, large vehicles in space 

(e.g., protected bike lanes) and time (e.g. leading pedestrian 
intervals) saves lives

• Vehicles can be designed in ways that make them safer (e.g. size, 
weight, visibility, braking systems) for everyone

Source: CSCRS Research to Practice Bytes Webinar, Elyse Keefe, 01/25/23 



Communication Resources

• From Victim-Blaming to Solutions: Online Toolkit for Changing the 
Narrative About Traffic Crashes (Pedal Love)

• Guide To Improving Police Press Releases About Car Crashes (Ralph, 
Goddard, Thigpen, Davis)

• Vision Zero Reporting 

• Road Collision Reporting Guidelines (University of Westminster)

• Role of Media and Road Safety (CATSIP)



Thank you!
lisapeterson@berkeley.edu



Upcoming Peer Exchange Sessions

Safe Routes to Parks: Given the importance of safe green space in both urban and rural neighborhoods, how can 
communities promote safe and active routes to parks?  
Wednesday, February 15, 2023; 11am-12 noon
Register at: https://berkeley.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUkfuGvqjgpHdW_jTMKOqxGqq2x35jqIH3W 

For more information, visit: https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/2023-peer-exchange-series 

tion. 

My community is energized about pedestrian 
and bicycle safety! Where do we go from here? 
2023 Peer Exchange Series 

https://berkeley.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUkfuGvqjgpHdW_jTMKOqxGqq2x35jqIH3W
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/2023-peer-exchange-series


Community Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Training (CPBST) and 

Comunidades Activas y Seguras (CAyS) are accepting applications for new sites. 

Early consideration: January 20, 2023. 

● CPBST Fact Sheet: English / Spanish and CPBST Application: English / Spanish

● CAyS Fact Sheet: English / Spanish and CAyS Application: English / Spanish

Community Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program is offering follow-up technical assistance to all 

former CPBST communities. To apply, email cpbst@berkeley.edu.

● CPBST Follow-up TA Menu: English / Spanish

TIMS: For training or technical assistance, email tims_info@berkeley.edu  

Street Story: For training or technical assistance, email streetstory@berkeley.edu 

The CPBST peer exchanges are supported by funding from 
the California Office of Traffic Safety, through the 
National HIghway Traffic Safety Administration. 

Other Programs Offered!

https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23_cpbst_factsheet_eng_final.pdf
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23_cpbst_factsheet_esp.pdf
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23_cpbst_project_application_eng.pdf
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23_cpbst_project_application_esp.pdf
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23_cays_program_factsheet_eng_final.pdf
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23_cays_program_factsheet_sp_final.pdf
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23-cays_program_interest_form_eng.pdf
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23-cays_program_interest_form_sp.pdf
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23_cpbst_tamenu_eng.pdf
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fy23_cpbst_tamenu_esp.pdf
mailto:tims_info@berkeley.edu
mailto:streetstory@berkeley.edu
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cpbst@berkeley.edu
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