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The Community Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Training (CPBST) is a statewide project of California
Walks (Cal Walks) and the University of California at Berkeley’s Safe Transportation Research and
Education Center (SafeTREC). The CPBST program engages residents and safety advocates to
develop community-driven action plans to improve walking and biking safety in their communities.

The 4th Street/College Avenue Corridor Santa Rosa, CPBST was collaboratively planned and
facilitated by The City of Santa Rosa, the Planning Committee, Cal Walks, and SafeTREC Project
Team to:

1. Improve walking and biking in the 4th St/College Ave Corridor; and
2. Gather and document community feedback to strengthen ATP applications and other grants;

The August 12, 2020 training consisted of:

* Introduction Poll

* Walking and biking assessments along three (3) key routes;

* Anoverview of the 3 E’s strategies to improve walking and biking safety using the intersectional
3 E’s framework including: Equity, Engineering, and Education;

» Action-planning sessions to prioritize and plan for community programs, and infrastructure
projects; and

+ Exit Poll

Data

The Project Team and Planning Committee reviewed data which demonstrated a safety concern in
the area. As predetermined by the Planning Committee, we reviewed pedestrian and bicycle crash
data on the 4th Street corridor from College Avenue to Farmers Lane and on College Avenue from
the U.S. Highway 101 to 4th Street. On 4th Street, there were two pedestrian crashes and two bicycle
crashes occurring on the eastern side of the corridor between Alderbrook Drive and Farmers Lane.
On College Avenue, there were 4 pedestrian crashes and 5 bicycle crashes. A full discussion of
pedestrian and bicycle crashes can be found in the CPBST report and more neighborhood crash data
can be found in the Appendix of the CPBST report.

Walking & Biking Assessment

Workshop participants conducted walking and biking assessments along three (3) key routes used by
residents to access schools and business in Santa Rosa. Participants were asked to:

* |dentify community assets;

* Assess infrastructure conditions; and

+ Observe how road users are engaging with the built-environment.
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Participants expressed the following concerns during the assessment:

*  Workshop participants identified Midtown 4th and the Safe Routes to School
programming at the Proctor Terrace Elementary and French-American
Charter schools in the project area as key community assets that can help
the community achieve their walking and biking goals;

*  Workshop participants identified visibility issues between pedestrians,
bicyclists, and drivers at the 4th Street/Bryden Lane intersection, along 4th
Street;

+ Pedestrians avoid using the crosswalks because of high driver speeds,
low visibility caused by the 4th Street curve, and because drivers are said
to run the red lights. Drivers often honk at bicyclists riding along 4th Street
and drive so close, forcing them to ride in the gutter or the sidewalk. Many
bicyclists ride along 4th Street on the sidewalks; causing potential near
misses with pedestrians;

* The safety of intersections and crossings is the top barrier mentioned in
Safe Routes to Schools parent surveys; parents specifically mentioned
speed as the primary reason they do not allow their children to walk or
bicycle to school. Traffic congestion and high speeds while exiting and
entering the interstate and state highways make crossing on College
Avenue and 4th Street challenging; and

» There are two bus stops on 4th Street. The bus stop on the north side
of 4th Street and Farmers Lane has various facilities that support transit
users, protecting them from harsh weather conditions that the bus stop on
the southside does not. The eastbound bus stop at the corner of Rogers
Way and 4th Street lacks facilities such as a street curb, benches, and bus
shelters.

Community Recommendations

During the action planning sessions, participants prioritized and outlined

preliminary plans for the following community programs and infrastructure

projects aimed at increasing the health and safety of the community:

*  Community Engagement Campaign to Finalize 4th Street Corridor
Improvements;

* Slow Streets Activation on Talbot Avenue; and

» 4th Street Corridor Video/Voice Project;

Cal Walks & SafeTREC Recommendations

The following are recommendations for bicycle and pedestrian safety

improvements:

* Proctor Terrace Elementary School parents and administrators to evaluate
how all road users travel through the Bryden Lane/Grosse Avenue intersection
during arrival and dismissal time at Proctor Terrace Elementary School;

* The City of Santa Rosa to work with the Santa Rosa CityBus agency to
improve bus stops along the 4th Street corridor from E Street to Farmers
Lane;

» The City of Santa Rosa to collaborate with the Midtown 4th community group
to outreach and help build temporary parklets along the 4th Street Corridor;
and

* The City of Santa Rosa to explore improving pedestrian and bicycle visibility
at the curving 4th Street/Bryden Lane intersection.



A well-equipped bus stop bus stop on the north side of 4th Street and Farmers Lane.

Introduction

The Community Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Training (CBPST) is a statewide project of California
Walks (Cal Walks) and the University of California at Berkeley’s Safe Transportation Research and
Education Center (SafeTREC). The CPBST engages residents and safety advocates to develop a
community-driven action plan to improve walking and biking safety in their communities.

The 4th Street/College Avenue Corridor Santa Rosa, CBPST was collaboratively planned and
facilitated by the Planning Committee, Cal Walks, and SafeTREC (Project Team) to:
1. Improve walking and biking along 4th Street and College Avenue; and
2. Gather and document community feedback to strengthen their Active Transportation
Programs (ATP) application and other grants.

The training took place virtually via Zoom on August 12, 2020. The training convened twenty-eight
participants, including Proctor Terrace E.S. parents, residents, Santa Rosa Waterway Committee,
Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition, Santa Rosa Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee, and the Sonoma
County Transportation Authority.

The training consisted of:

e Virtual walking and biking assessments along three (3) key routes;

e An overview of the 3 E’s strategies to improve walking and biking safety: Equity,
Engineering, Education; and

e Action-planning sessions to prioritize and plan for community programs, and infrastructure
projects.

This report summarizes the workshop proceedings, including the community and Project Team’s
recommendations for community programs and infrastructure projects to improve walking and
biking safety along the 4th Street/College Avenue Corridor, Santa Rosa.



THE PLANNING PROCESS

The Planning Process

- January 2020

- June 2020

- July 15, 2020

- August 12, 2020

- Ongoing



CRASH HISTORY

Pedestrian and Bicycle Crash History

The following data is based on police-reported pedestrian and bicycle crashes resulting in injuries
to pedestrians® and bicyclists for the College Avenue corridor and the 4th Street Corridor and within
a 50 ft. buffer in the Santa Rosa community. Data reported in this section are from the Statewide
Integrated Traffic Records Systems (SWITRS) for the years 2009 to 2018. Crash data for 2017 and
2018 are provisional as of March 2020. A full discussion of the pedestrian and bicycle crash data
can be found in Appendix A.

College Avenue Crashes

Over the 10-year period between 2009 and 2018, crashes involving pedestrians on College Avenue
appear to be in the downward trend (although it is difficult to identify trends with relatively few injury
crashes). In the most recent five years of data available, 2014 to 2018, pedestrian crashes resulting
in an injury to a pedestrian occurred on Glenn Street, Humboldt Street and Orchard Street. There
were 4 pedestrian victims resulting in a complaint of pain level injury. The victims involved in these
pedestrian crashes were all between the ages of 15 to 44.

College Avenue, Santa Rosa Pedestrian Injury Crashes (2014-2018)

Similarly to pedestrian crashes, bicycle crashes on College Avenue appear to be in the downward
trend. Over the 10-year period between 2009 and 2018, there were 17 crashes involving bicyclists
and resulting in an injury to a bicyclist. In the most recent five years of data available, 2014 to 2018,
there were 5 bicycle crashes resulting in minor injuries to bicyclists. There was a cluster of bicycle
crashes at the Healdsburg Avenue/College Avenue intersection. Other bicycle crashes occurred on
Glenn Street and King Street. There were 3 bicyclist victims between the ages of 45-54, 1 bicyclist
victim aged 35-44, and 1 bicyclist victim aged 5-14.

College Avenue, Santa Rosa Bicycle Injury Crashes (2014-2018)

1 A pedestrian is defined as any person who is afoot or using a non-motorized personal conveyance other than a
bicycle. This includes skateboards, strollers, wheelchairs, and any electric assistive mobility device.
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CRASH HISTORY

4th Street Crashes

Over the 10-year period between 2008 and 2019, pedestrian crashes appear to have decreased and
remained stable. In the most recent five years of data available, 2014 to 2018, there were 2 pedestrian
crashes on the 4th Street corridor. One pedestrian crash resulting in a minor injury to a victim aged
14 occurred at the 4th Street/Bryden Lane intersection. Another pedestrian crash resulting in a minor
injury to a victim aged 23 occurred at the intersection of 4th Street and Farmers Lane.

4th Street, Santa Rosa Pedestrian Injury Crashes (2014-2018)

4th Street, Santa Rosa Bicycle Injury Crashes (2014-2018)
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ASSET MAP

4th Street/College Avenue Corridor, Santa Rosa Asset Map

During the virtual site visit, the Project Team led the Planning Committee through an Asset Mapping
exercise to identify resources and assets in the 4th Street/College AvenueCorridor neighborhood that
could help them achieve their walking and biking safety goals. Together, they identified the following
resources and assets in the 4th Street/College Avenue Corridor community:

People/Personas

e Matthew Benson, Ritual Salon e Chris Coursey, soon-to-be 5th District Supervisor

e Connor Devane, Sunrise, Film-maker e Victoria Fleming & John Sawyer, City Council

e Paul Miller, Community Volunteer / Steward e Brett Gave, SR Chamber of Commerce

e Daisy Pistey-Lyhne, Organizer, Sustainability Advocate e Erik Bahnson, Sustainable Santa Rosa Junior College
e Kerry Benefield & Chris Smith, Press Democrat e Christine Byrne, Sunrise

e Abigail Zoger & Alexa Forester, SRIC Sustainability Club e Robin Stefani, 8th Wave

Organizations/ Institutions/
Organizaciones Instituciones

e Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition

e Junior College
e Sunrise Group in Sonoma County

e Junior College's Sustainability Club & Col-
lege Association
e YMCA

e  Earl Balm center

My
Community
Mi
Comunidad

e Proctor Terrace Elementary School & PTA

e Santa Rosa Charter School for the Arts & PTA
e Santa Rosa Middle School & Parent/Faculty
Organization

e Santa Rosa High School

e McDonald Neighborhood

e The Odd Fellows’ Hall e Sonoma County Library/4th Street Down-
e Cherry Street Neighborhood town Branch

e Santa Rosa Downtown District 4th St reet/CO”ege Avenue

e Chamber of Commerce Sa nta Rosa CPBST

e  City Garden
In collaboration with:
California Walks | UC Berkeley SafeTREC | California
Office of Traffic Safety |

City of Santa Rosa| Sonoma Co. Vision Zero|
Midtown 4th |Sonoma Co. Bicycle Coalition |
Santa Rosa Transit and City Bus | Santa Rosa City
Schools | Eco to School |
Proctor Terrace Elementary School
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WALK AND BIKE AUDIT

Walking & Biking Assessment

Routes

Along the three walking and biking assessment routes, participants were asked to:
1. Identify community assets;
2. Assess infrastructure conditions; and
3. Observe how road users are engaging with the built environment.

Route One: 4th Street, from Bryden Lane to E Street

Focus: 4th Street, from Bryden Lane to E Street, was selected as a key route for students who walk
and bike to and from Proctor Terrace Elementary School.

12



WALK AND BIKE AUDIT

Route Two: College Avenue

Focus: College Avenue was selected because it is a highly traveled corridor in the City of Santa
Rosa. People using various modes of transportation connect from the West to the East Side and
to Downtown Santa Rosa. It was identified as a HIN (High Injury Network) in their Plan Update of
2018.

Route Three: 4th Street, Farmers Lane - Bryden Lane

Evaluating 4th Street, from Bryden Lane to Farmers Lane, was critical because 4th Street is the
most direct way to get onto California Highway 12. 4th Street is also used by Santa Rosa residents
traveling to and from Proctor Terrace Elementary School.

13


https://srcity.org/DocumentCenter/View/23040/Bicycle-and-Pedestrian-Master-Plan-Final-Draft-Update-2018---for-Print
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WALK AND BIKE AUDIT REFLECTIONS

Walking & Biking Assessment Reflections

Following the walking and biking assessments participants shared the following reflections:

Community Assets

e Midtown 4th is a group of residents, business owners, and professionals interested in
improving 4th Street between E Street and Farmers Lane. They have hosted outreach events
and parklet activations such as Design and Walking Workshops in 2019. They will continue
advocating for and creating education and engineering safety improvements needed to create
a walkable, bikeable 4th Street Corridor.

e Proctor Terrace Elementary School, Santa Rosa French-American Charter School, Santa
Rosa Charter School for the Arts and Santa Rosa Middle School currently have Safe Routes
to School programming. The existing programming provides local knowledge and expertise
regarding walking and biking safety around schools. The current programming can allow for
the continued expansion of safe routes to school infrastructure, projects, and programming.

Visibility Issues

e Visibility of pedestrians and drivers at the 4th Street/Bryden Lane intersection, especially as
drivers turn from 4th Street onto Bryden Lane and then take an immediate right onto Grosse
Avenue, is obstructed by large trees and greenery. Near misses between drivers and young
students crossing Grosse Avenue typically occur during arrival and dismissal time at Proctor
Terrace Elementary School.

e Drivers travel through 4th Street as an extension of the California Highway 12. High driver
speeds paired with the 4th Street curve, between Rogers Way and Proctor Drive, and between
Bryden Lane and Farmers Lane, create visibility issues between all road users. Pedestrians
and bicyclists avoid traveling on 4th Street because of the perceived danger of driver speeds
and low visibility caused by the curves. During the afternoon 4th Street rush hour, sunsets
further obstruct driver visibility of the roadway and road users.

Left: Drivers make quick turns from 4th Street to Bryden Lane, and then onto Grosse Avenue, creating near misses due to
low visibilityof drivers and pedestrians crossing at Grosse Avenue. Drivers turn quickly and don’t have enough time to react
and yield to pedestrians.. Right: Posted 35 m.p.h. speed limit sign on 4th Street, approaching a curve at Belmont Court.
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WALK AND BIKE AUDIT REFLECTIONS

Road User Behavior

15

Pedestrians avoid walking
and crossing at marked
crosswalks along 4th Street
and using the signalized
intersection at Bryden Lane
because drivers are said
to run the red light, which
is especially dangerous as
the curve blocks the view of
pedestrians.

The 4th Street/Talbot Avenue
and 4th Street/Alderbrook
Drive intersections are
especially important to the
community because they
are the only north-south
neighborhood crossings of
the Santa Rosa Creek within
the 1.2 mile stretch of 4th
Street, between Brookwood
Avenue to Farmers Lane.
Despite the marked white
continental crosswalks with
advanced yield lines at the

Above: The Bryden Lane/4th Street signalized intersection is frequently used
by Proctor Elementary School families to get to and from school, as well as
drivers heading towards Downtown Santa Rosa and the California Highway
12. Below: The 4th Street/Talbot Street intersection has a Rectangular Rapid
Flashing Beacon with a bulb-out, yet residents say they continue to avoid
using the intersection because they feel drivers do not stop at crosswalks
along 4th Street.

4th Street/Alderbrook Drive and the 4th Street/Proctor Drive intersections, pedestrians avoid
using the crosswalks because of high driver speeds and low visibility caused by the 4th Street
curve. Even when pedestrian and bicycle safety infrastructure enhancements, such as the
crossing enhancements and a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB), are made along
4th Street, participants share that they feel unsafe because of high driver speeds. The Safe
Routes to School Committee at the French American Charter School conducts monthly Walk
& Roll to School events and finds that crossing at any marked crosswalk along 4th Street is
the major deterrent and challenge for students who would like to start walking and biking to

and from school.



WALK AND BIKE AUDIT REFLECTIONS

Road User Behavior (continued)

e Pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers use Bryden Lane to connect to 4th Street and access the
California Highway 12 to the north and Downtown Santa Rosa to the south. Drivers appear
to drive above the 25 m.p.h School Zone speed limit on Bryden Lane, near Proctor Terrace
Elementary School. There is an overhead pedestrian beacon and a crossing guard at the
Austin Way/Bryden Lane intersection, yet drivers often do not yield to pedestrians. Parents
are especially concerned for the safety of families walking and biking to school.

Above: The Proctor Terrace Elementary School crosswalk at Austin Way/Bryden Lane. Below: The sidewalk on the southside
4th Street ends at Rogers Way, forcing pedestrians to cross the street if they want to continue traveling along 4th Street due
to various bushes.

Sidewalk Conditions

e The sidewalk on the southside of 4th Street ends abruptly at Rogers Way. The southside of
4th Street is not accessible to pedestrians and transit users trying to access the southside bus
stop at the 4th Street/Rogers Way intersection and the entrance to the Santa Rosa Creek Trail
at 4th Street/Farmers Lane.
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WALK AND BIKE AUDIT REFLECTIONS

Crosswalk Challenges

The 4th Street/12th Street crosswalk, like most marked crosswalks along the 4th Street
Corridor, has advanced yield lines and white continental striping, yet drivers often speed and
fail to yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk. The high traffic speeds are encouraged by the
distance between signalized intersections in this straight section of the 4th Street corridor.

At the intersection of College Ave./U.S. Highway 101, traffic congestion and high speeds while
exiting and entering the interstate highway make crossing on College Avenue challenging,
which is a concern for those traveling to and from the west side of Santa Rosa.

Drivers fail to yield at the crosswalk connecting McDonald Avenue to the College Avenue/4th
Street signalized intersection via the pedestrian refuge island. Even though signs warning of
pedestrians are visible from the College Avenue slip lane, drivers turn onto College Avenue
from 4th Street without yielding. The Safe Routes to School Program conducts parent surveys
with participating schools. Safety of intersections and crossings is the top barrier mentioned
in parent surveys in allowing their kids to walk and bicycle to school, along with traffic speeds
along the route. Parents from Proctor Terrace Elementary School, Santa Rosa French-
American Charter School, Santa Rosa Charter School for the Arts and Santa Rosa Middle
School have all specifically mentioned the 4th Street/College Avenue crossings and speed as
the primary reason they do not allow their children to walk or bicycle to school.

Left: Pedestrians must use these
crosswalks at McDonald Avenue/
College Avenue to access the 4th
Street/College Avenue signalized
intersection.

Bike Facilities

17

Drivers often honk at bicyclists riding along 4th Street and drive too close, forcing bicyclists to
ride in the gutter or on the sidewalk, risking near misses with pedestrians and other mobility
devices along 4th street sidewalks.

The standard bike lanes on Mendocino Avenue are discontinuous leading up to the College
Avenue/Mendocino Avenue intersection. Bicyclists traveling north leading to the intersection
must quickly navigate the far right travel lane, forcing bicyclists to navigate around drivers who
are speeding up to the intersection to make a right onto College Avenue. The discontinuous
bike lanes highlight potential conflict zones between drivers and bicyclists who are traveling
through this intersection. There is a similar scenario at the intersection of College Avenue/4th
Street. This sentiment is consistent with what residents shared about driver speeds and near-
misses on the 4th Street and College Avenue corridors, with some bicyclists feeling forced to
ride on the sidewalk.

The south to north Brookwood Avenue bike lanes end without warning leading up to 5th
Street/Brookwood Avenue. The lack of a connected bike network is a significant concern to
community residents.



WALK AND BIKE AUDIT REFLECTIONS

Above: This westbound bus stop has many facilities for transit users like a shelter, a bench, and a trash can. Below: The
eastbound bus stop at the corner of Rogers Way and 4th Street lacks facilities such as a street curb, benches and bus
shelters.

Bus Facilities

e There are two bus stops on 4th Street, one on the northern side of 4th Street at Farmers Lane
and another on the southside of 4th Street at Rogers Way. The bus stop on the north side of
4th Street and Farmers Lane has various facilities that support transit users and protect them
from harsh weather conditions that the bus stop on the southside does not.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations to Improve Walking and Biking Safety

Community Recommendations

During the action planning sessions, participants prioritized and outlined preliminary plans for
programs and infrastructure projects aimed at increasing the health and safety of the community.
Participants considered the following programs/projects:

e Infrastructure improvements along the 4th Street corridor:

o Install bulb-outs at signalized intersections and major crosswalks along 4th Street at
Bryden Lane, Alderbrook Drive, Talbot Avenue, Brookwood Avenue, and E Street;

Install pedestrian-scale lighting along 4th Street, west of Rogers Way;

Right-size the roadway leading up to the Santa Rosa Creek trail at the 4th Street/
Farmers Lane intersection;

o Install protected bike lanes along the 4th Street corridor with bollards or concrete
barriers on both sides, high-visibility conflict zone markings at intersections and
driveways;

o Install high-visibility bike boxes at signalized intersections along 4th Street; and

o Install speed feedback signs on 4th Street.

e Permit and install parklets for business along the 4th Street corridor, particularly at the St.
Helena Avenue and Talbot Avenue in front of Superburger.

Convert Talbot Avenue into a bike boulevard.
Create a Slow Streets program in response to COVID-19.

Develop a Super Hero Spiderman crossing guard program at the Bryden Lane/Austin Way
and Bryden Lane/4th Street intersection.

e Evaluate and improve right-hand turns on College Avenue at the Mendocino Avenue and 4th
Street intersections to improve visibility between pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers. Explore
low-cost solutions for potential infrastructure improvements.

The following tables summarize the recommendations identified as the highest priority by workshop
participants.
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https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/assessment/assessing-community-needs-and-resources/conduct-public-forums/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/assessment/assessing-community-needs-and-resources/conduct-public-forums/main
https://healthyplacesbydesign.org/authentic-community-engagement-requires-vulnerability/
https://healthyplacesbydesign.org/authentic-community-engagement-requires-vulnerability/
https://www.planning.org/plannerprofile/jamesrojas/
https://www.planning.org/plannerprofile/jamesrojas/
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https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/cares-act-provider-relief-fund/for-providers/index.html
https://nacto.org/streets-for-pandemic-response-recovery/
https://nacto.org/streets-for-pandemic-response-recovery/
https://www.calbike.org/how-to-create-slow-streets/
https://www.calbike.org/how-to-create-slow-streets/
https://www.shareable.net/whose-streets-black-communities-sidelined-as-slow-streets-reboot-redlining-for-gig-workers/
https://cityrepair.org/street-painting-faq
https://www.ots.ca.gov/grants/
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https://streetstory.berkeley.edu/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc4c71fe66669281d4232b5/t/5d1bee3338eaff0001e8fac6/1562111585823/MHS_VideoVoice_CaseStudy.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc4c71fe66669281d4232b5/t/5d1bee3338eaff0001e8fac6/1562111585823/MHS_VideoVoice_CaseStudy.pdf
https://photovoice.org/
https://www.ots.ca.gov/grants/
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/tools/street-story-platform-community-engagement
https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/effective_messaging_for_promoting_biking_and_walking.pdf
https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/effective_messaging_for_promoting_biking_and_walking.pdf
https://blog.hootsuite.com/how-to-create-a-social-media-content-calendar/
https://blog.hootsuite.com/how-to-create-a-social-media-content-calendar/

WALK AND BIKE SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

Project Team Recommendations

The Project Team submits the following recommendations for consideration based on short-
term, and long-term projections. Implementation of recommendations may take more or less time
dependent on individual community factors and COVID-19 restrictions.

Short-Term Recommendations
Evaluate Student Arrival and Dismissal at Proctor Terrace Elementary School

The Project Team recommends Proctor Terrace Elementary School parents and administrators
evaluate how all road users travel through the Bryden Lane/Grosse Avenue intersection
during arrival and dismissal time at Proctor Terrace Elementary School. Drivers turn into Gross
Avenue from Bryden Lane almost immediately after turning into Bryden Lane from 4th Street because
Gross Avenue is very close to the intersection of Bryden Lane/4th Street. Drivers are often unable
to yield to pedestrians because there is not enough space on the street, and when they yield, traffic
backs up on Gross Avenue, Bryden Lane, and 4th Street. Parent surveys from the Safe Routes
to School Program at Proctor Terrace Elementary School have indicated that perception of unsafe
intersections and crossings is the top reason parents do not allow their children to walk or bike to
school. Proctor Terrace Elementary School parents and administrators can use the Safe Routes {o
School Guide for Student Drop-off and Pick-up to evaluate travel patterns in the Bryden Lane/4th
Street and Bryden Lane/Gross Avenue intersections. The Project Team recommends parents and
school administrators share the evaluation results with the City of Santa Rosa and work with
them to plan for pedestrian infrastructure enhancements that can increase students’ safety during
arrival and dismissal.

COVID-19 Open Street Parklets along the 4th Street Corridor

The Project Team recommends the City of Santa Rosa collaborate with the Midtown 4th
community group to outreach and help build temporary parklets along the 4th Street Corridor.
These temporary Open Streets parklets would encourage drivers to slow their speed, providing a
safer and more welcoming pedestrian atmosphere. It would also allow businesses to continue serving
the community, aiding in the COVID relief effort. Participants in the workshop request these outdoor
seating parklets for Superburger on St Helena Avenue and 4th Street. The project team recommends
the City of Santa Rosa apply for CARE Act Funding and other COVID relief grants to fund the
parklet project. The project team recommends the Midtown 4th group expand on their 2019 Design
and Walking Workshops to inform business partners about the parklets and gauge participation
interest in the temporary installations.
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http://guide.saferoutesinfo.org/pdf/SRTS-Guide_Dropoff-Pickup.pdf
http://guide.saferoutesinfo.org/pdf/SRTS-Guide_Dropoff-Pickup.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/state-and-local-governments

WALK AND BIKE SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

Long-Term Recommendations

Improve Bus Stops Along the 4th Street Corridor

The Project Team recommends the City of Santa Rosa work with the Santa Rosa CityBus
agency to improve bus stops along the 4th Street corridor from E Street to Farmers Lane.
The eastbound bus stops on 4th Street/Brookwood Avenue, 4th Street/Alderbrook Drive, 4th Street/
Rogers Way, and the westbound bus stop on 4th Street/Proctor Drive lack benches, trash cans, and
a bus shelter to protect transit riders from harsh weather conditions. This would support safety and
comfort for pedestrians accessing transit.

Improve Safety at Crossings

The Project Team recommends the City of Santa Rosa explore improving pedestrian and bicycle
visibility at the curved 4th Street/Bryden Lane intersection. The feedback we received during the
workshop suggested that people do not feel safe crossing this intersection. Crash data for 2014-2018
shows that one of the two pedestrian crashes occurring on the 4th Street corridor happened at the
4th Street/Bryden Lane intersection. The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Safety
Administration suggests various low-cost options worth exploring to increase safety at this horizontal
curve. Encouraging drivers to slow down, maintaining vegetation to improve visibility, restriping
pavement markings, and overall raising driver awareness of pedestrians and bicyclists could improve
pedestrians’ and bicyclists’ safety at this curving intersection.

Install Student-designed creative crosswalks and bulb out along 4th Street

The Project Team recommends the City of Santa Rosa work with the Sonoma County Bicycle
Coalition Safe Routes to School program to install student-designed creative crosswalks and
bulb-out street enhancements along 4th Street. The project team recommends the City of Santa
Rosa contract with the Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition Safe Routes to School program to create a
student art contest for their programs at Proctor Elementary School and The French American Charter.
The students’ parents and faculty at both schools near the 4th Street corridor have expressed safety
concerns and use the 4th Street/Bryden Lane and 4th Street/Talbot Avenue crosswalks. The proposed
culturally relevant street enhancements would create a sense of safety and community ownership,
primarily when the students who use the crosswalks design the crosswalks, as seen in The City of
Oakland’s 90th Ave Repaving & Redesign. These creative enhancements are often relatively low-
cost alternatives that use paint, planters, and bollards, as shown on page 46 of the Portland Bureau
of Transportations Safe Routes to School Street Design Toolkit and “Coloring Book” example of 2019
Bike to Books Design Contest. The Project Team recommends exploring OTS Traffic Safety Grants
for this project.
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https://www.oaklandca.gov/projects/90th-ave-repaving-redesign
https://www.oaklandca.gov/projects/90th-ave-repaving-redesign
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/741805
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/741805
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/636257
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/636257
https://www.ots.ca.gov/grants/

Appendix A: Data Analysis

Pedestrian and Bicycle Crash Data Analysis

e Santa Rosa 4th Street and College Avenue CPBST Workshop Data Factsheet
e Santa Rosa 4th Street and College Avenue CPBST Site Visit Data Presentation
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4th St / College Ave Pedestrian & Bicycle Data Analyses

Community Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Training Workshop (CPBST)
Santa Rosa, CA | August 12, 2020

In California, more than one in four people who died in a collision is a pedestrian or bicyclist. There was a
0.8 percent increase in pedestrian deaths from 2016 to 2017 and a 6.5 percent decrease in cycling deaths
(FARS 2016 and 2017). In this workshop, we provide you with local collision data so that we can identify
ways to make walking and biking safer in your community.

The local data seen below reflects collision data from the last 5 years (2014-2018) within the boundaries
centering downtown Santa Rosa with Fulton Rd to the west, Hwy 12 to the south, Guerneville Rd and Steele
Ln to the north, and Farmers Ln leading into Brush Creek Rd and Chanate Rd to the east.

Pedestrian Collisions Over Time
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Data source: California Highway Patrol, Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS) 2014-2018, Collision data for 2017 & 2018 are provisional as of

December 2019. Funding for this program was provided by a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety through the National Traffic Safety Administration.



Bicycle Collisions Over Time
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Victim Age Total: 125 victims

4.8% of victims suffered serious injuries 73.6% of victims were male

What other data could help inform decision-making?
While these numbers do not tell the whole story, do they resonate with your experience?
What kinds of improvement do you think could help make walking and biking safer in your community?

To learn more about collision data in your community, visit the free tools available through the
Transportation Injury Mapping System (tims.berkeley.edu).
For additional assistance, email us at safetrec@berkeley.edu.

Berkeley SafeTREC OFS iy

FFIC  cCalifornia Walks
ETY Stepping Up for Health, Equity, & Sustainability

SAFE TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER s

Data source: California Highway Patrol, Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS) 2014-2018, Collision data for 2017 & 2018 are provisional as of

December 2019. Funding for this program was provided by a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety through the National Traffic Safety Administration.




4th St / College Ave Pedestrian Collision Map (2014 - 2018)
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4th St / College Ave Bicycle Collision Map (2014 - 2018)
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Thank you for your interest in the Community Pedestrian and Bicycle
Safety Program. For more information, please visit:

https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/programs/cpbst or https://www.calwalks.org/cpbst

safetrec@berkeley.edu or cpbst@calwalks.org


https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/programs/cpbst
https://www.calwalks.org/cpbst
mailto:safetrec@berkeley.edu
mailto:cpbst@calwalks.org
mailto:cpbst@calwalks.org
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